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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON 4629

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schual -Berke, Cody, Santos, Linville, Talcott,
Hai gh, Fi sher, H Sommers, Ednonds, Kagi , Parl ette, Regal a,
Bal | asi ot es, Kei ser, Rudernman, Anderson, Hankins, D. Schm dt, Barl ean,
Thomas, Conway and Pfl ug

Read first tine 02/17/1999. Referred to Commttee on Rul es.

VWHEREAS, Monday, February 15, 1999, nmarks the one hundred seventy-
ninth anni versary of the birth of Susan Brownel |l Anthony, refornmer and
| eader of wonen’s suffrage; and

WHEREAS, Susan B. Anthony defied male electioneers and faced
indictnment for illegally voting in 1872; and

WHEREAS, Susan B. Anthony spoke on suffrage |egislation before
menbers of the Washington State Territorial Legislature in Qynpia,
Washi ngton, on Cctober 19, 1871, nmaking her the first woman in the
history of the United States to be given the privilege of addressi ng an
assenbl ed | egi slature; and

WHEREAS, Fol |l ow ng her presentation to the Washington Territorial
Legi sl ature, Susan B. Anthony was the guest of Daniel Bigelow a state
| awmaker who was one of the first to support wonen’'s suffrage in the
Nort hwest, at what is now AQynpia s historic Bigel ow Hone; and

WHEREAS, Susan B. Anthony hel ped draft the constitution for the
Washi ngton Wnen’ s Suffrage Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, Susan B. Anthony was director of the Femal e Departnent of
t he Canaj oharie Acadeny in New York until she abandoned her career in
education to devote her life to social reform first organizing the
Wnen's State Tenperance Society of New York; and
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WHEREAS, Susan B. Anthony, along with Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
founded in 1863 the Wwman’ s Loyal National League to petition Congress
to advocate full civil and political rights for wonen and bl acks when
the Gvil War ended; and

WHEREAS, In 1866, Susan B. Anthony and other reforners forned the
Equal Rights Association to further their canpaign for wonen' s
suffrage; and

VWHEREAS, The refornmers took their suffrage canpaign in 1867 to the
New York State Constitutional Convention, where the state |egislature
refused to consider the i ssue, but instead gave consi derabl e support to
| egi sl ation legalizing prostitution; and

WHEREAS, Susan B. Anthony and her suffragettes fought back with
| obbying efforts that killed the prostitution bill in commttee, and
furthernore, eventually secured the first laws in New York state
guaranteeing wonen’'s rights over their children and control over
property and wages; and

WHEREAS, Susan B. Anthony, during the presidential canpaign in
1872, wurged wonen to claim their rights under the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth anmendnents by registering and voting in every state in the
uni on; and

VWHEREAS, In a colorful display of her remarkabl e courage, Susan B
Ant hony and her three sisters boldly entered a stronghold of nmen in a
Rochester, New York, barbershop in 1872 and insisted that they be
regi stered to vote under provisions of the Fourteenth Amendnent; and

WHEREAS, On Novenber 5th, Susan B. Anthony entered her polling
pl ace and voted the Republican ticket after which she was charged and
indicted for voting illegally; and

WHEREAS, |In another display of determ nation, Susan B. Anthony,
refusing to pay her streetcar fare as a deputy marshall was carting her

off to jail, announced |oudly enough for all passengers to hear, "I’'m
traveling at the expense of this governnent. This gentleman is taking
me to jail. Ask himfor ny fare!"

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, That the Washi ngton State House of
Represent ati ves honor Susan B. Anthony and renenber her for and emul ate
her in her dedication to social reformthat led to the passage of the
Wnen' s Suffrage Anendnent (N neteenth Amendnent) to the United States
Constitution in 1920; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That Susan B. Ant hony be renenbered for her
courage and determnation to work for equal rights for all citizens of
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Anerica as reflected in Anthony’s quote, "It was we, the people, not
we, the white male citizens, nor yet we, the male citizens, but we the
whol e people, who fornmed this Union. And we forned it not to give the
bl essings of liberty, but to secure them not to the half of ourselves
and the half of our posterity, but to the whol e peopl e--wonen as wel |
as men."

~-- END ---
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